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foetal surface of the placenta, being al-

ways found near its uterine surface, where
they are generally collected together in
patches, and not scattered throughout its
whole extent. Their consistence varies from i
that of albumen to that of stone. Their
component parts are phosphate and car-
bonate of lime, phosphate of magnesia, and
a very small quantity of sulphuric acid, pro-
bably in combination with some base.
M. Carus is of opinion that they procee d

from the mother and not from the fcetus, and
compares their formation to the production
of the solid covering of the egg in birds
and in some species of reptiles. These con-
cretions give rise sometimes to no had
symptom ; they however more frequently
occasion adhesion of the placenta, isnam-
mation of the womb. &c.

CONGENITAL ANASARCA IN A CALF.

BY DR. JAEGER.

On opening the body of a cow which had 
been pregnant eight months, Dr. Jaeger 
found a calf, the entire surface of which was
white, and deprived of hair, with the excep-
tion of certain spots. A serous fluid, rather
dense, analogous to the liquor amnii of the
cow, filled the subcutaneous cellular tissue,
and passed off by the natural apertures of i

the body, and by the surface of the skin, 
without any incision having been made. It ii
was supposed to be about fifty pounds in
weight, that is to say, about half of the

weight of the animal; the bones appeared
to be regularly formed ; the sternum and
ribs were not developed as much as the rest
of the body ; this want of development was
also observed in most of the organs con-

tained in the thorax and abdomen. The

lungs were very small and compact, and
presented, on being inflated in the supe-
rior lobe, the appearance of elongations,
similar to those which are observed in the

lung of the cameleon, and, in the inferior
lobe, that of a membranous bladder, trans-
parent, and lined by a substance of a reddish
colour ; the lungs of this animal resembled,
in a great degree, those of reptiles.

SYPHILIS COMMUNICATED BY LEECHES.*

* Notizen a. d. Gebiete der Natur. und
Heilkunde, tom. xviii., No. 7, p. 111.

In a journal entitled Westphaelischer flu-
zeiger, a physician relates a case in which

leeches, used at first on a person affected
with syphilis, and again employed on a child,
communicated the disease to it. It is, there-
fore, necessary to know, when leeches are
employed a second time, on whom they
have been previously applied.

FRACTURE OF THE TIBIA IN A F&OElig;TUS.

Communicated by M. CARUS.*

*Gemeinsame Deutsche Zeitschrift fur
Geburtskunde : Tom. ii., cah. i., 1327.

. A servant, 25 years of age, and of a robust
constitution, having fallen on her abdomen
in the sixth month of pregnancy, felt the
movements of the child very strong, which,
however, soon ceased. The delivery took
place in the usual way ; the child was thin,
weak, and manifesed but few signs of life.
A transverse wound was found in the right
leg, nine inches long, passing from one
malleolus to the other, penetrating through
the skin. The tibia was fractured, and in
such a manner, that the malleolus was se-

parated from the rest of the bone. The
tibia was thrust outwards, presented a bad
appearance, and had lost its periosteum.
The edges of the wound were pale and flac-
cid. The fracture could not be reduced,
because the edges of the wound were spha-
celous, and the necrosis was of such great
extent. The child died on the 13th day after
birth. This is another proof, says M. Carus,
that, during the f&oelig;tal state, diseases may
be endured, which after birth proye fatal.

SURGICAL ARRANGEMENTS AT ST. BARTHO-
LOMEW’S.

To the Editor O/’THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I was somewhat surprised to day,
when I heard Mr. Earle speak of an old, and,
as I consider, most absurd, custom, which
has for many years existed in the Hospital
of St. Bartholomew, and apparently with-
out any appearance of its being removed,
One might almost be led to suppose, from
its having lived so long, and without the
least molestation, that it was sacred, and
that it would be death to those who dared’
to raise arms against it; but surely, being
a grievance, it will be removed, and tq
effect this .I consider the very appearance
of the scalpels, &cc. would overturn, and set
at rest this formidable enemy. ,

In a few words, the grievance is this:-’
each surgeon, alternately, contrary to all
the other rules which are laid down, takes
all patients brought into the Hospital, la-bouring under stone in the bladder, for the
short period of six months, neither a daymore nor less, but just six months; and
during that time, he must operate upon
such patients as are the subject of that for-’
midable complaint. Now, Mr. Editor,
whatever could have been the motive for


